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of scientific research and thought — including of course natural science, 
philosophy, economics, civil polity, history, etc. — but should lead the 
world in its progress toward the goal of civilization. He shows by 
statistics the superiority of Protestants to Catholics in education, and 
insists that, so far from having been injured by the infusion of Protes- 
tant ideas, German Catholics have thereby become imbued with the 
spirit of progress. He attributes the backwardness of Catholics to the 
fact that individual reason and personality have been hampered by 
ecclesiastical authority, and insists, on the ground of numerous New 
Testament texts, upon the fact that the believer is inwardly taught by 
the Spirit of God. Personal experience of divine truth, and not 
priestly authority, is the condition of individual religious progress. It 
would be difficult to find even in evangelical literature a more vigor- 
ous and well-reasoned plea for individualism and liberty. The author 
devotes a long chapter to " Freedom of Thought and Ecclesiastical 
Authority." It would be interesting to give a summary of the author's 
performance of the difficult task of reconciling these two elements. 
Of course, ideally, the Catholic church would not wish to exercise any 
authority that would interfere with any proper freedom of thought and 
research. The headings of other chapters are : " Conservatism and 
Progress," "The Ideal of Catholicism," "Cardinal Manning on Our 
Question," and some concluding remarks by way of warning against 
misunderstandings. If such a book as this does not promptly find a 
place in the Index Librorum Prohibitorum, it may be inferred that in 
Germany at least the policy of the Roman curia is to allow freedom 
of thought and research to an almost unlimited extent. 

Since the above was written Schell's works have been censured by 
the congregation of the Index, and he has humbly submitted to the 
authority of the pope. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
McMaster University, 
Toronto, Canada. 



Der Reformkatholizismus die Religion der Zukunft. Fur 
die Gebildeten aller Bekenntnisse dargestellt. Von Josef 
MOller, Doctor der Philosophic Wurzburg : Andreas 
Gobel'sVerlagsbuchhandlung, 1899. Pp. viii — |— 102. M. 1.50. 

Muller's brochure represents the same type of Catholic thought 
as that of Schell. He refers with great respect to Schell as "the cele- 
brated Wurzburg apologist," who has in preparation a large work 
along the same lines. He refers to Archbishop Ireland as an eminent 
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prelate who stands at the head of the movement represented in 
America. He claims to write with irenical intent, and to allow himself 
to show indignation only when the eighth commandment (against false 
witness) is violated by his opponents. The brochure is divided into 
two parts: (i) "Fundamental Apologetical Questions" and (2) 
" Catholicism and Protestantism of the Present." The first part is 
divided into nine sections: "Religion," "Christ the God-Man," 
"Modern Biblical Criticism," "The Old Testament," " The New Testa- 
ment," "The Apostolic Confession of Faith," "The Church," " Ecclesi- 
astical Infallibility," "Necessity of the Infallible Teaching Office and 
Relation of the Same to Scripture and Tradition." Religion is defined 
as "the striving after an understanding of the world and enfranchise- 
ment of the mind (Geisteserlosung)." Its universality and vast impor- 
tance in human life are recognized. The necessity and the reality of 
divine revelation to a right understanding of the world and a true 
emancipation of the mind are insisted upon. While recognizing the 
necessity and the propriety of biblical criticism, the author has no sym- 
pathy with the current negative criticism, and with considerable ability 
seeks to set aside its supposed results and to vindicate for the Old and 
New Testament books their authenticity and their inerrancy. He puts 
more emphasis than does Schell on the Roman Catholic church as the 
great, divinely constituted instrument for the realization of God's pur- 
poses on earth. He seeks to prove historically the primacy of the 
Roman see as the Cathedra Petri and of the bishop of Rome as the suc- 
cessor of Peter, the rock upon which Christ was to build his church. 
The necessity of an infallible teaching office is argued from the fallibility 
of theological science and of biblical exegesis. If there is to be true 
catholicity, there must be an infallible teacher and an authoritative guide. 
Yet, notwithstanding the possession of these advantages, Catholicism 
is being sadly outstripped by Protestantism. Statistics are given to 
show that Catholicism is rapidly losing ground in Germany. In 
Baden within a few years Protestants have gained 44,000 as compared 
with Catholics ; in Alsace the accession of Catholics to Protestantism 
has been double that of Protestants to Catholicism. In 1896 in Prus- 
sia 18,000 Catholics became Protestants, against 2,000 Protestant con- 
verts to Catholicism. Protestant influence is everywhere dominant, 
and Protestant modes of thought are permeating Catholic communi- 
ties. The author seeks to account for this " Catholic inferiority." He 
finds the chief reason in the neglect of thorough education for the 
Catholic people and the repression of freedom of thought and of 
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research by the Catholic leaders. He thinks the scholastic methods 
of philosophical and theological thinking and teaching unsuited to 
the age, and, like Schell, he insists that Catholics shall avail themselves 
freely of modern science and encourage liberty of thought and 

research. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
McMaster University, 
Toronto, Canada. 

Notes on Mediaeval Services in England. With an Index of 
Lincoln Ceremonies. By Chr. Wordsworth, M.A., 
Rector of St. Peter and St. Paul's, Marlborough, etc. 
London: Thomas Baker, 1898. Pp. xiii + 313. 7s. 6d., net. 

The author of this book has been led, from the practical spiritual 
needs of his own life and the life of his times, to the conviction that 
the great English cathedrals are not fulfilling their mission so com- 
pletely as they did in days long gone. This has led him to inquire as 
well as he can into " what use was made in earlier ages of those side 
chapels and other nooks and corners which at least at no distant date 
were kept sedulously locked and were only to be visited under a pre- 
text of historical or antiquarian interest or curiosity." 

He has found that there is a wide-spread ignorance concerning 
many of the simplest details of these parts of church fabric. He has 
thus been led further to inquire as to the hours of divine service in 
the English churches during the Middle Ages, and as to the customs 
and ceremonies, and the titles of the altars and chapels in the minster 
of old Lincoln. 

The cathedral churches of Exeter, Lincoln, Salisbury, and Wells, 
where the records of service are more or less accessible, have been 
chosen for special study. 

The result is a mass of incomplete, but very interesting "notes;" 
and notes they are, not narrative. The student of the mediaeval 
church history of England will be able from this material to form a 
very good conception of the services as they were carried on. 
Indeed, he can almost get back and live them over again. 

The work was evidently a labor of love, as the author was " born 
under the shadow of Westminster Abbey and had the privilege of 
being christened in the southwest chapel," and the fruits of the labor 
amply justify the undertaking. 

J. W. Moncrief. 

University of Chicago. 



